The Parson

This fine example to his flock he gave,

That first he wrought and afterwards he taught;
Out of the gospel then that text he caught,
And this figure he added thereunto-

That, if gold rust, what shall poor iron do?

For if the priest be foul, in whom we trust,
What wonder if a layman yield to lust?

And shame it is, if priest take thought for keep’
A shitty shepherd, shepherding clean sheep.
Well ought a priest example good to give,

By his own cleanness, how his flock should live.
(Geoffrey Chaucer. The Canterbury Tales).



